

'^/^^^..tJ^ (amended) In an information ii 
ombination of : 



ft device, the 



a) means for inputting first information; 

b) means for storijar^ secret key information which is 
stored in an external device and fed fro m the f an] external 




m^ns for generating a digital signature based 
information and the secret key information. 



Please amend claim 6 as follows: 



6. (amended) An information input d^s^ice 
omprising: 

a) means for inputting first Jrfif ormation; 

b) means for compressing said first information; 

c) means for storing s^ret key information which is 
stored in an external device >dnd fed fro m the [an] external 
device; and 

d) means tpf generating a distinguishing information 
based on the secre*: information and the information compressed 
by said compres^ng means, 

rein said external device stores the secret key 
corresponcJd.ng to a registered user. 




Please amend claim 10 as follows: 




10. (amended) An image input apparatus comprising: 
a) an image input device ^p^^r inputting said image 



b) a memory fop^toring secret information which is 
stored in an external^device and fed fro m the f an] external 
device; and 

c) >M operation device for carrying out an operation 
using the ilfiage data and the secret information. 
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Please amend claim 14 as follows: 





14, 

a) 

b) 



(amended) An image input system^joomprising: 
a first terminal device f 05^<d:irputting image data; 
a second terminal devitSe for having a memory for 




is corresponding [ corresponds] 



storing secret information 
to a user; and 

c) an op^ator Ta processor] for executing a command 
based on an aLg^ithm for generating a digital signature by 
using the iifiage data and the secret information. 





Please amend claim 26 as follows: 

26 . ( amended ) An information input method 
comprising: 

a) a step of inputting first inf ormaffcion; 

b) a step of storing secret key y^formation which is 
stored in an external device and fed f ro m ythe r an] external 
device; and 

c) a step of generating a/digital signature based 
upon the first information and the ^cret key information. 

please amend claim 27/as followsT\ 

27. (amended) A computer readable memory which 
cooperates with a data pro9essor and an information input unit 
to carry out: 

(a) a step of inputting first information; 

(b) a ster/ of storing secret key information which is 
stored in an extergal device and fed fro m the f an] external 
device; and / 

(c) y^tep for generating a digital signature based 
upon the fir^ information and the secret key information. 
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